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CAS CALENDAR
ORAPEX 2021 - CANCELLED - Was scheduled for May 1st and 2nd at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Dr., Ottawa.  
See www.orapex.ca for future information.

ROYAL 2021 ROYALE - CANCELLED - Was scheduled to be held in Peterborough, Ontario, June 25th - 27th but has been cancelled. 
See www.rpsc.org for future information.

BNAPEX 2021 CANCELLED - the Winnipeg Philatelic Society hopes to still hold a virtual show September 3rd - 5th, 2021.  
See https://bnaps.org/ for future information.

CAPEX 22 - June 9th -12th 2022 in Toronto. This will be an International One Frame Stamp Exhibition.  See www.capex.org for more information.

AEROPHILATELY 2022 - 
October 21st - 23rd 2022 at the American Philatelic Society headquarters in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. This is an all-airmail exhibition being organized by the 
American Air Mail Society. It has been approved as a one time World Series of Philately show. See https://www.americanairmailsociety.org/about/conventions/ 
for more information.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Generally, I am not one to celebrate New Year’s. 
However in this case, I am quite happy to leave 2020 
and welcome in 2021. May it be a better year than last. 
 Normally, our Annual General Meeting would 
be taking place in early May at Orapex in Ottawa. 
Once again, due to the ongoing pandemic , Orapex 
has been cancelled . A tough decision I am sure, but 
I personally feel, the correct decision was made. I 
am sure we all look forward to returning to physical 
shows and seeing our fellow philatelists.
 The AGM as of now has been postponed until 
virtual arrangements can be made. At this AGM, elec-
tions would be held for executive positions. If anyone 
is interested in being part of the executive, please let 
me know. 
 Some sad new to pass along. Former member 

Ernie Wall passed away this last summer at the age 
of 99. I met Ernie 18 years ago at a local stamp show 
when I first started collecting Yukon Airways. I had 
a small frame of material set up and he had to meet 
the “crazy guy who collects the same material”. That 
was a spark of a great friendship. If I had one memo-
rable moment, one of many, was our trip to Calgary 
during a BNAPS show. Ernie, his son in law Clive, Ray 
Simrak and myself decided to play some golf. That was 
Ernie’s main passion - golf. Here he was at 95 playing 
Kananaskis and shooting his age! A wonderful friend 
and a true gentleman. Rest in peace my dear friend. 
 The pandemic is still ongoing. So I wish every-
one to stay safe and follow the health guidelines. Stay 
inside and continue enjoying our hobby.
Steve Johnson

Our second Zoom day of Aerophilately was held on 
Sunday February 7th in partnership with the BNAPS 
Air Mail Study Group. It was great to see 68 partici-
pants, with guests from several other societies, includ-
ing the Toronto Chapter of the Canadian Aviation 
Historical Society, and from the American Air Mail 
Society. 
 The program featured a very interesting pre-
sentation by Denny May about his father, “Wop” May, 
Commercial Airways Limited, and the first air mail 
flights to Aklavik in 1929.  This was followed by ques-
tions and answers, some announcements, and a “show 
and tell”.
 Our next Zoom meeting will be held in 
place of the usual Canadian Aerophilatelic Society at 
ORAPEX. - ORAPEX has had to be cancelled due to 
Covid restrictions.

Sunday May 2nd  - 11.30 to 1.30 EST
Bob Toombs will talk about

“Ferry Command Dorval WW2 -  
the unusual air mail services”.

Air Mail from Montreal to England for 3 cents?

Members who receive this journal electronically will 
be sent a zoom invitation with their journal. Other 
members should email hargreavescp@sympatico.ca 
for an invitation. - The meeting is open to everybody, 
so please pass the details on.

ZOOM DAYS OF AEROPHILATELY
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Welcome to three new members:
#505 David Lu of Qingdao Shandong, P.R. China

#506 Michael Gill of Stillwater Lake, NS

CANADA: 2021 INTERNATIONAL: 2021
Alberta 9 Australia 2
British Columbia 18 Cayman Islands               1
Manitoba 1 France 1
New Brunswick               4 India                                 1
Newfoundland 2 Israel 1
Northwest Territories       1 Italy                                  1
Nova Scotia 2 Netherlands 1
Ontario 43 New Zealand 2
Quebec 10 Sweden 1
Saskatchewan 1 Switzerland 1

U.K. 5
Total             91

Total 17
USA: 2021
Arizona 1 GRAND TOTAL:      131
California 2
Colorado 1 Brian Wolfenden
Connecticut 2 Secretary, CAS  
Illinois 3
Kentucky 1
Maryland 1
Massachusetts                  1
Michigan 1
New Jersey 1
New York 4
Ohio 1
Oregon 1
Texas 1
Virginia 2

Total 23

As of January 04, 2021, the Society has a total mem-
bership of 131. This is an increase of 3 from  January 
01, 2020.  The breakdown of the membership is as 
follows:

Membership Breakdown:
(Province/State/Country)
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CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY  
TREASURER’S REPORT

FOR THE YEARS ENDING 31 DEC 2019 AND 31 DEC 2020
2019 2020

Opening Bank Balance 29,476.10 27,400.43

INCOME
Accounts Receivable at Previous 31 Dec 0.00 0.00

Income Generated During the Year
Dues – new members & Renewals 2,318.53 1,468.78

CAS Covers – sale of various philatelic covers 7.00 0.00

Other Sales – includes e.g. books, pins & advertising 0.00 0.00

Donations – from members 53.00 0.00

Income Generated and Received during the Year              2,378.53 1,468.78

Less Accounts Receivable at 31 Dec 0.00 0.00

Opening Bank Balance & Income Received During the Year 31,854.63 28,869.21

EXPENSES
Accounts Payable/Outstanding Cheques at Previous 31 Dec 0.00 0.00

Expenses Incurred During the Year
Dues & Advertising-other philatelic organizations 284.06 53.00

Exhibiting fees 43.30 0.00

Office Supplies 71.77 65.74

Postage-such as for CAS journal, covers & books 493.07 703.99

Printing and Photocopying – such as journal and catalogue 1,132.41 760.15

Bank Charges-chequing account,cheques,deposit stamp 0.00 0.00

AAMS – publications & other books 164.87

Trans Can., Peck & Stinson Cent. Flights 2,097.19 300.00

New C.A.S. catalogue 70.48 467.94

Engraving – presentation plaques/donations 96.05 37.29

Expenses Incurred during the Year 4,454.20 2,388.11

Less Accounts Payable/Outstanding cheques at 31 Dec 0.00 0.00

Expenses Incurred in Previous and Current Years but paid in Current Year 4,454.20 2,388.11

Closing Bank Balance 27,400.43 26,481.10

FINANCIAL POSITION
Accounts Receivable at 31 Dec - -

Accounts Payable at 31 Dec - -

Financial Position at 31 Dec 27,400.43 26,481.10

BRIAN WOLFENDEN   Treasurer – CAS
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I am very pleased to report that  
The Canadian Aerophilatelist won a

LARGE VERMEIL
at the CHICAGOPEX 2020 Exhibition.
Many thanks to Paul Balcaen who does a terrific job 
with the layout for each issue; Tom Reyman for his 
always interesting column on Semi-official Air Mails; 
Gord Mallett whose regularly updated  index helps 
link new articles to previous articles on the same 
topic; and to everybody who sends me articles and 
information for the journal. 

UPDATE ON THE INDEX
Gord has informed me that he has a new computer 
with Word 2019, and “has updated the formatting as 
well as the content of the index, which should open 
nicely in all currently used up-to-date programs.”
 The updated index will be available on the 
CAS website www.aerophilately.ca or the latest ver-
sion can be obtained from Gord at gdmall@telus.net 
Gord also commented on the last issue of the journal 
that:

 Another Journal with very interesting and useful 
content. The updated Index is attached. Again we 
notice the names of several CAS members who have 
appeared regularly over the years as article contribu-
tors and/or who have been involved in CAS initiatives/
mail flight re-enactments/etc. 
 Included in those names found in Journal 125 are 
the individuals Denny May, Nino Chiovelli, Thomas 
Reyman and Dave Bartlet.  The Index FIND function 
reveals that to date the names of these four have, 
collectively, appeared 120 times! [Your name of 
course tops the contributor list - 300+ major reports 
& articles, in addition to support for and organization 
of the content of numerous members’ Journal contri-
butions. Many thanks from all of us.]  

Might it be an idea to include this note in the March 
2021 Journal 126?

I think it’s a very good idea to include this note. - But 
I want to add that when I did a check, Gord was also 
a very frequent contributor to the journal. Special 
thanks to Dave, Denny Gord, Nino and Tom for all 
their contributions.

THE CANADIAN  
AEROPHILATELIST EDITOR’S 

AWARD FOR 2021
Presented to DAVE BARTLET

Each year I get to present this award to recognize “an 
outstanding contribution to the journal or aerophilately”. - 
In looking back over the last three years, the CAS has 
been involved in four major initiatives:

• commemorative covers flown in 2018 on the 
Centenary of the First Air Mail Flight in Canada, 
made by Captain Brian Peck in 1918

• covers flown in 2019 to commemorate the 
Centenary of Alcock and Brown’s First Flight 
across the Atlantic, and the mail carried on it

• commemorative covers flown in 2020 for the 
Centenary of the First Trans-Canada Flight

• the introduction of Zoom “Days of 
Aerophilately” in partnership with the BNAPS 
Air Mail Study Group.

Dave Bartlet was a major figure in the successful 
completion of all these undertakings, and I am very 
pleased to be able to recognize this by  presenting 
Dave with the CAS Editor’s Award for 2021.
 The Editor’s Award  was created to give me a 
“good news” story as a consolation for writing obit-
uaries. The obituaries are very important, and I write 
them carefully, but I don’t like writing them. 
 Being able to recognize Dave’s contributions 
to our society with this award is definitely a good 
news story.

Chris Hargreaves

EDITOR’S REPORT
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In Memoriam 
Bas Burrell ~ 1923-2020

Lt. Col. Basil S Burrell, USAR, was a very active 
aerophilatelist for many years. 

Bas served as Secretary-Treasurer of the BNAPS Air 
Mail Study Group from 1992 to 1994, and as editor of 
its newsletter from 1994 to 2004.  He then produced 
an index for the newsletter. - Both the index and back 
issues of the newsletter can be viewed in The Horace 
W. Harrison Online Library on the BNAPS website 
at bnaps.org  From 1994 through 2002 he also sat on 
the BNAPS Board of Directors. 
 Bas also contributed articles to The Canadian 
Aerophilatelist on many different topics, from errors in 
the Semi-Official stamps of Commercial Airways, to 
the development of “flying cars”. In 2016 he received 
The Canadian Aerophilatelist Editor’s Award in recog-
nition of his many contributions to aerophilately and 
The Canadian Aerophilatelist.
 Bas lived in Lake Forest, Illinois, and partici-
pated in the Lake County Philatelic Society, and other 
philatelic groups in the region. He was also Secretary 
of the Aerophilatelic Federation of the Americas, and 
part of the team that organized the merger of the 
AFA and the American Air Mail Society.
 Bas was a World War II veteran, and had 
careers with American Hospital Supply and the Army 
Reserves. He was also an avid skier and curler for 
many years.

AMCN2 EDITOR’S REPORT
Chris Hargreaves

I have been asked to comment on why I was “very 
reluctant” to support the changes to AMCN2 pro-
posed by Matt Heller and the AAMS Publications 
Committee, that Matt described in the last issue of 

our journal.
 At the time when Vickie Canfield-Peters was 
replaced in July last year, we expected AMCN2 to be 
ready for publication in September 2020.
 AMCN2 was going to be published as Volume 
4 of the Seventh Edition of the American Air Mail 
Catalogue. - The three previous volumes of the 
Seventh edition of AAMC had been produced by 
Vickie, and all won Gold medals in Philatelic Literature 
Competitions.
 When Vickie was replaced, I was alarmed that 
this would lead to a delay in publication of AMCN2.
 As Matt stated in our last journal, when he 
agreed to take responsibility for publishing the cat-
alogues for the American Air Mail Society, he had a 
goal: “to completely overhaul the way we present that 
trove of information, updated to modern data presen-
tation design methods and editorially scrutinized from 
top to bottom.” 
 So far Matt has produced draft copies for his 
revised Section3 (Semi-Official Stamps and Covers) 
and Section 4 (Airship Covers) of AMCN2. - It is six 
months since Matt replaced Vickie, but these sections 
only constitute about 20% of the catalogue!
Copies of Matt’s drafts can be obtained by email-
ing him at pshead@mindspring.com or me at 
hargreavescp@sympatico.ca 
 Having examined Matt’s drafts, it seems to me 
that some catalogue users will like his new style of 
catalogue; some would prefer the old style; and many 
would be content with either style of catalogue.
I wish that AMCN2 had been published as planned in 
September last year.
 I am very concerned that it will not be ready 
for publication this year!

Chris Hargreaves - Editor-in-Chief AMCN2.
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CANPEX will be Canada’s first National Level virtual 
exhibition. Full prospectus information is available 
and on-line at www.canpex.ca. Applications must 
be submitted by 8 March, 2021. This national virtual 
one frame exhibition is an opportunity to qualify for 
CAPEX 22 with a vermeil or higher award.

Cape Town 2021 
This FIP World exhibition is still scheduled for 
November 9-13, 2021 in Cape Town, South Africa. It is 
an FIP World Specialized Stamp Exhibition with 2000 
frames and Traditional, Postal History, Aerophilately, 
Revenue, Postal Stationery, Thematic, Open, Modern, 
Picture Postcards, One Frame and Literature classes. 

The exhibition application deadline is May 15, 2021. 
For more information see the website www.cape-
town2021.org or contact the Canadian Commissioner 
David McLaughlin at david.mclaughlin@rogers.com 

Hunfilex 2022
To be held in Budapest, Hungary, March 31-April 3, 
2022. - An FIP Specialized World Stamp Exhibition 
with Traditional, Postal History, Revenue, Thematic, 
Open Philately, One Frame, and Philatelic Literature 
classes as well as a World Stamp Championship Class. 
For more information see the website http://hun-
filex2022.com/ or contact David McLaughlin (email 
above).

EXHIBITING NEWS
CANPEX National Virtual One Frame Exhibition April 7-30, 2021

The World’s First International One 
Frame Stamp Championship Exhibition.
The website has been launched: see www.capex22.org 

CHANGE TO BNAPS 
WEBSITE LOGIN

The BNAPS website has switched to the  
secure HTTPS communications protocol.  

This protocol encrypts data exchanged be-
tween the web server and your browser while  

in transit over the Internet. 
The website URL has changed from http://

www.bnaps.org to https://bnaps.org
 (note the “s” after “http” and  

the elimination of “www”).
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NEW PUBLICATIONS
Airmails of New Zealand - The Inland Flights - 
An Aerophilatelic History, 
 The book looks at the flights and services 
behind the flown covers, arranged by airlines. It is  150 
pages in length, and includes 18 chapters arranged 
on airlines ranging from the Walsh Brothers 1919-
1922 through Cook Strait Airways and Mount Cook 
Airlines in the 1930’s to 1970’s, to NAC and Air 
New Zealand to 1994.  Each chapter focuses on the 
services provided, and much effort has gone into 
obtaining colour illustrations. There are also substan-
tial chapters on special event airmails to 1994, and a 
checklist of events and flights, as well as an index and 
bibliography.  
 The book has been jointly published by 
the Airmail Society of New Zealand and Mowbray 
Collectables. It is available from Mowbray Collectables, 
Private Bag 63000, Wellington, NZ 6140 or  auc-
tions@mowbrays.co.nz for NZ$60 post-paid within 
NZ.  Please enquire from Mowbrays for postage cost 
to countries outside New Zealand. 

Airgraphs
 The United Postal Stationery Society, 
Inc. http://www.upss.org   has a new book about 
Airgraphs. -  It begins with 4 chapters totalling 40 
pages covering The Development of Airgraph Service, 
Airgraph Production, The Airgraph System and 
Airgraphs as Postal Stationery. These are followed by 
separate chapters covering airgraphs produced by the 
United Kingdom, Ceylon, East Africa Command, Egypt, 
India, Palestine, South Africa, Southern Rhodesia. 
 The book finishes with chapters on “Used 
Airgraph Forms” and “Miscellaneous Topics”; a 
Bibliography; and an appendix “Kodak Airgraph and 
V-Mail Instruction Manual”.

Thanks to Ken Sanford for this information.

AVIATOR STAMPS
 Each year the East Canada Section of the 
99s uses Canada Post’s Picture Postage program we 
produce a postage stamp to celebrate a Canadian 
female pilot. The 2020 stamp celebrates Emily 

Crombez in the midst of her aviation career, honour-
ing her as the first Canadian female pilot to crew the 
CL-415 waterbomber. 
 The 99s were formed in 1929 after the first 
Women’s cross-country Air Race.  From August 18th 
to 26th 1929, 19 women flew solo from Santa Monica, 
California to Cleveland, Ohio – a distance of over 
3,000 miles. By the end of the race most of these 
women had developed a comradeship which led to 
the formation of the Ninety-Nines on November 2, 
1929, named for the number of its charter members. 
During the past 90 years has grown to an organization 
of over 6000 members in several different countries. 
 Since 2008 the east Canada 99’s have pro-
duced 13 stamps. Photos of stamps produced to 
date, further details and order forms may be found at 
http://canadian99s.com/stamps/
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AMCN2 Section 16 Update – A brand 
new postmark  

and a three city AMF cover
By Mike Street

Thanks to CAS Members who continue to respond 
to my request for help with updating Section 16, 
Canadian Airport and Air Mail Field Cancels, for the 
new second edition of the Air Mails of Canada and 
Newfoundland (AMCN2). 

 Since my last report I have received a large 
number of scans of Newfoundland postmarks, and 
many items continue to show up online. One of the 
latter, discovered by Luc Frève in the All Nations 5 
December 2020 auction, is a previously unreported 
postmark from St. Hubert Airport near Montreal! (A 
second example has since turned up on eBay.)

 The front of the cover is shown above. The 
postmark itself is shown above. The text is: “AIRPORT, 
/ ST. HUBERT,” in seriffed letters in an unusual Gothic-
like font approximately 3mm high. A date, JUL 4 1932 
in sans-serif letters, apparently added by a second 
handstamp, appears above the postmark on both 
known examples. I am looking for more examples of 
this new postmark in order to determine the usage 
date range.
 During a George VI Study Group Zoom meet-
ing, Simon Claughton showed the cover at (above 
right). Two 7¢ War Issue Air Mail stamps paid 10¢ for 

registration and 4¢ for surface mail. The surprise, for 
me at least, came when Simon showed the back of the 
cover, shown at lower right, which carries AMF post-
marks from three different cities! They are:

MONCTON A.M.F. over N.B.-1946Apr27 (0100)
MONTREAL·A.M.F. over P.Q.-1946Apr27 (1400)
TORONTO, A.M.F. over REGISTRATION 1946Apr27-
(time uncertain)
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 Why does this surface mail registered letter 
carry AMF cancellations from three different cities? 
The letter was mailed at Eureka, N.S., which is located 
west of Antigonish, about halfway to Truro. Although it 
has a 26 April 1946 Eureka postmark, it was also post-
marked at 0600 on the same day by the Sydney and 
Truro Railway Post Office (RPO). I suspect that the 
Eureka postmark was applied late on the 25th after 
the date had been moved ahead a day for use on the 
26th.
 The “Canada All-up Mail” practice of sending 
all letter mail by air if there was room available on 
airplanes went into effect on 1 July 1948, so it appears 
the fact the letter was registered meant that it was 
supposed to travel by air when possible. The lack of a 
Halifax and Moncton RPO postmark suggests that the 
letter stayed on the train until it reached Moncton, 
where it was transferred directly to the Moncton Air 
Mail Facility and received the Moncton AMF postmark 
at 0100 on 27 April.
 In the 1940s-50s Moncton airport was the 
primary transfer point for flights from further west 
in Canada to the Atlantic provinces, and vice versa, 

so the letter did not have to wait long before it was 
put on a plane to Montreal, where, because it was 
registered, the Montreal AMF postmark was applied 
at 1400 the same day. It was then put on a flight to 
Toronto and received the “TORONTO, A.M.F. over 
REGISTRATION” postmark at Malton Airport later 
on 27 April. By 0900 on 28 April the letter was in the 
downtown Toronto Terminal A Registration office, and 
later that day it reached its Hamilton destination.
 For this update I need scans of ANY and 
ALL air mail related cancellations that were or 
appear to have been applied at a Canadian Airport, 
Air Mail Facility/Section or other postal facility. At 
the moment I am particularly looking for postmarks 
from Saskatchewan and Alberta. Please email scans to 
me at mikestreet1@gmail.com . Covers can also be 
mailed to me at Unit 105, 1136 Maritime Way, Kanata, 
ON  K2K 0M1. I will return the cover(s) quickly and 
refund the postage. If you have a large number of 
scans, please contact me first for a different method 
of sending them over the Internet all together in one 
step. THANKS for any and all assistance.

(Above) Cover carried on the westbound flight of the R100 
airship from Cardington to Montreal, 1930.

Admiralty representative the Lt. Com. 
Richard Prentice carried unofficial mail for 
Com. L.D. Mackintosh of the Admiralty’s 
Naval Air Division. Postmarked July 26 
at Earl’s Court in London, flown July 29 
- August 1 and postmarked on arrival 

in Montreal at the 5 cent domestic air-
mail rate for delivery by regular means. 
Forwarded from Cardington and London 

by planes and surface transport to Tsinan, 
China, arriving August 30.

1 of 3 covers unofficially carried.
Cheryl Ganz is seeking scans for a census of flown 
British rigid airship mail, including R34, R100, and 
R101.
Please send scans to Cheryl at  cherylganz@yahoo.
com

INFORMATION WANTED



      The Canadian Aerophilatelist   -   March 2021P.  12

Collecting pilot signed covers is a popular aspect of 
aerophilately, but it can also be a very complicated 
one!

Who signed the cover ?
Reading signatures can sometimes be challenging! For 
example: who signed the cover in Figure 1?

Figure 1: Listed as  CL 52-3400a in The Air Mails of 
Canada and Newfoundland (AMCN1), but no pilot was 
named in the listing.

The signature in Figure 1 was identified by Denny May 
and Gord Mallett as being that of Conway Farrell!

Developing a guide  
to pilot signatures

Section 26 of AMCN1 currently contains  an alpha-
betical listing of pilots who flew the early inaugural 

flights. For the second edition, AMCN2, this list has 
been expanded by Tom Reyman to include the pilots 
of recent inaugural flights whose names are recorded 
in Section 5, and a guide to where examples of their 
signatures can be found:

• a page of pilot signatures was included in Ian 
Morgan’s 1931 publication The Specialized 
Catalogue of Canadian Airmails. It is reproduced 
as Figure 2 of this article

• many pilot autographs were illustrated during 
a series of articles in the BNAPS Air Mail Study 
Group Newsletter between August 1997 and 
August 2002. Copies of the newsletter are 
available online at the British North America 
Philatelic Society website bnaps.org  - select 
“Publications & Online Library” then “Study 
Group Newsletters.”  At the end of the list of 
Air Mail Study Group newsletters is an index 
to the first 12 volumes: a list of pilots whose 
signatures were shown is given on page 7 of the 
index.

• Gord Mallett has produced a CD which shows 
the autographed covers in his collection, and 
lists them by pilot. To obtain a copy contact 
Gord at gdmall@telus.net 

Tom Reyman is currently producing a compilation of 
the signatures found on his covers, and in the collec-
tions of Denny May and John Irvine. Once complete it 
will be placed on the CAS website www.aerophilately.
ca

COMPLICATIONS  
IN STUDYING PILOT SIGNED COVERS

Chris Hargreaves
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Figure 2: - page from Ian Morgan’s 1931 publication The Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Airmails. Note: a few of 
these signatures, such as H.L. Le Pot, are not from pilots.
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But signatures can change!

Figure 3: Postmarked LAC LA RONGE   JUL 9, Cherry 
Red Airline CL46 Semi-official stamp on back. Endorsed 
“Prince Albert To Stanley Sask” but no flight recorded in 
AMCN1.

A question was raised regarding the signature on the 
cover in Figure 3, which was the subject of an article 
and enquiry in the March 2019 Canadian Aerophilatelist. 
The A Malone signature is on the front of the cover 
and in pencil, but Steve Johnson commented that, “I 
have never seen a pilot-signed cover for Cherry Red 
in this manner. Usually the signature is over the stamp 
with, I believe, ink pen or a rubber stamp”.
 Since the signature on Figure 3 also looked 
rather different to the A. Malone signature on the 
“Morgan Sheet” in Figure 2, this led to a question 
as to whether the cover was actually signed by A. 
Malone, or had his name been written on by some-
body else?
 An initial comparison with A. Malone signa-
tures on the covers shown in Figures 4 and 5 didn’t 
help, as the signatures were all a bit different!

Figure 4: CL46-2901
Illustrated on page 33 of Morgan’s Specialized Catalogue 
Of Canadian Airmails: the M of Malone is quite different 
from that on the sheet of signatures in Figure 2.

Figure 5: CL46-2905
Ava Malone has been written in full and then crossed out.

I then received copies of two more covers signed by 
Alva Malone from John Irvine, - The signatures are 
shown in Figures 6 and 7.

Figure 6: from CL46-2902

Figure 7: from CL46-2902a
In comparing all six signatures, it seemed that although 
there was variation between the signatures, there was 
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enough similarity to assume that they were in fact all 
by Ava Malone. 
 The variations may be due to how the pilot 
felt at the time he signed the covers, but also due to 
when the covers were signed.

Getting covers signed
The fact that Ava Malone’s signature in Figure 4 is 
crossed out, suggests that he signed it before the 
flight, but plans changed and another pilot actually 
made the trip. (AMCN says Ted Holmes made the 
flight.)
 Although semi-official covers may have been 
signed shortly before or shortly after the flight, covers 
carried on government / Post Office flights were in 
sealed mail bags, so covers were usually sent to the 
pilot with requests for signature after 
they had been delivered in the mail.
 Figures 8, 9 and 10 are copies 
of replies sent by pilots A.H. Farrington, 
A.N. Westergaard, and Romeo Vachon 
to requests they received from a Mr. 
Ralph Moffett in Oakland, California, to 
sign covers.
 In his aerophilatelic memories 
of the 1930’s, Don Amos described 
some other methods for getting covers 
signed: 

“After receiving the cover back, we 
sometimes tried to get them signed by 
the pilot. There were various ways of 
doing this. I lived in Winnipeg at the 
time, so could go out to the airfield, 
and walk  in to a Company’s office. If 
the pilot was in, they would sign the 
cover. If the pilot was away on a flight, 
you could leave the cover with the 
Company, and the pilot signed it when 
they got back. You could also mail 
your cover to a Company’s office at 
another airfield, and they would get it 
signed for you.

 Another method was to mail your 
covers to “Bob of the Northland”, and 
he would arrange to get them signed. 
- He charged fifteen or twenty cents 
for this, and you included a stamped 
addressed envelope for their return. 

Bob gave five cents of this fee to the pilot, to “at least 
give them a smoke for that trouble.” 

 (Don’s article “The Golden Age of Canadian 
Air mail” was published in the June 1998 
Canadian Aerophilatelist, that is available on the 
CAS website at www.aerophilately.ca)

Are the signatures  
an accurate historical record?

Almost all the signatures on covers are those of the 
pilot that made the flight which carried the cover.
 However, there are sometimes anomalies, as 
with Figures 11 and 12, which were both carried on 
special flights made to commemorate the opening of 
Kingston Airport on June 4th 1929.

Figure 8: reply by A.H. Farrington to a request to sign 
covers.
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Figure 9: reply by A.N. Westergaard to a request to sign covers.
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Figure 10: reply by Romeo Vachon to a request to sign covers. (More letters from Romeo Vachon were found by Pierre 
Vachon, and shown in The Canadian Aerophilatelist, March 2011 pp.26 - 29.) 
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Both flights were made on the morning of June 4th, 
and the aircraft passed each other en route. BUT 
both covers are signed “O.C. Wallace Pilot”!
 Figure 11 was actually flown by O.C. Wallace. 
- The pilot for the Montreal - Kingston flight was V.J. 
“Shorty” Hatton.
 It is possible that O.C. Wallace made a mistake 
as to which leg he flew, particularly since pilots were 
sometimes asked to sign covers a long time after the 
flight was made. - The letter in Figure 9, for example, 
was written in 1931 regarding covers flown in 1928.
 However, it is also possible that while some 
pilots only signed covers they flew, other pilots were 
quite happy to sign any covers they were asked to. - 
Such an accommodating attitude could explain the 

signatures on Figure 13, which is signed by two pilots!
 According to historical records, Billy Hughes 
actually flew the mail from Montreal to Albany. - Paul  
Reeder flew mail from Albany to Montreal.
This article is based on issues raised in a number 
of emails I have exchanged with Denny May, Gord 
Mallett, John Irvine and Tom Reyman. - Many thanks to 
Denny, Gord, John and Tom for the information they 
provided.

Figure 13: Flown on 
First Flight MONTREAL 
to ALBANY, October 1st 
1928. (AMCN1 #2847).
Signed:   Billy Hughes  Pilot 
and Paul E. Reeder  Pilot

Figure 11: (above) - KINGSTON to MONTREAL 
Postmarked KINGSTON 11 AM JUN 4 1929
Signed O.C. Wallace Pilot and E.C. Hiscock PM (Post 
Master)

Figure 12: (below) - MONTREAL to 
KINGSTON
Postmarked MONTREAL 10 AM JUN 4 1929
Signed O.C. Wallace Pilot
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VICTORIA, B.C., TO SEATTLE, 
WASHINGTON -  FIRST FLIGHT 

OCTOBER 15, 1920
On October 15, 1920, pilot Eddie Hubbard inaugu-
rated what he hoped would be a regular foreign mail 
service (authorized FAM2 by the US Post Office) 
between Seattle and Victoria. Hubbard, an associate 
of William Boeing, became the test pilot for many 
early Boeing aircraft.
 This initial flight was made from Seattle to Victoria 
carrying five sacks of mail bound for Japan on the 
Japanese ship Africa Maru.  The return flight carried 
about fifty pieces of mail, postmarked Victoria, with a 
black cachet AIRPLANE SERVICE, and wavy line can-
cel over the stamps. On this cover, postage was paid 
with two Admiral stamps.
 The cover is addressed to Jos(eph) A, Steinmetz 
of Philadelphia. This gentleman was a well known 
collector/dealer in stamps and a specialist in aerophil-
atelic material. He provided much of the financial 
underpinnings necessary to create the American Air 
Mail Society and was one of three people who collab-
orated in bringing the US Inverted Jenny stamps to 
market in 1918.

Ref: Jim Brown- “Hubbard: The forgotten Boeing avia-
tor”-(Peanut Butter Press)
C.A. Longworth Dames- “The Pioneer and Semi 
Official Air Mails of Canada”-PC8
AAMC- “The Air Mails of Canada and 
Newfoundland”-PF24 
The Canadian Aerophilatelist- March 2017
John Lewington

John added a comment 
that the listing of this flight 
as PF-24 in The Air Mails of 
Canada and Newfoundland 
was incorrect, and that it 
had mixed up the 1920 
cachet with those on the 
1925, PF-29 flights.
 This is a long-stand-
ing problem. - The revised 
listing for PF-24 and PF-29 
in AMCN2 will be:

1920,October 15 — Victoria B.C. - 
Seattle, Wash. In order to speed up service to and 
from Pacific steamers, the United States Post Office 
inaugurated an air mail service between Seattle and 
Victoria: Foreign Air Mail Contract Air Mail Route 
No.2. Late mail from Seattle was delivered to ships 
outbound to Japan when they stopped at Victoria. Air 
mail from the Orient to the USA was unloaded in 
Victoria and flown to Seattle. This mail was in closed 
bags, and no special markings were applied.
 Mail was also carried between Seattle and Victoria, 
and Victoria and Seattle. This mail was franked at 
regular surface rates, and no additional charge was 
made for the air mail service. Some of this mail 
received special cancellations:
 A boxed handstamp SEATTLE VICTORIA 

FAM-2 AIR MAIL: VICTORIA to SEATTLE
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SEAPLANE MAIL in Seattle. (This has only been 
reported on one First Flight Cover.)

“A straight line handstamp AIRPLANE SERVICE in 
Victoria. This was later replaced by a circular hand-
stamp VICTORIA,B.C., TO SEATTLE, WASH.  VIA SEA 
PLANE. (See also PF-29).
PF-24   Victoria - Seattle        (50)          100.00
            a. Seattle - Victoria      (100)  100.00

PF-29

PF-29a

1925, September 21 — Victoria - Seattle 
— Seaplane Service. REVISED LISTING 
- NOT A “1st TRIP”.  According to 
AMCN1 and earlier editions of AAMC, “In order to 
speed up service to and from Pacific steamers, an air 
service between Victoria and Seattle was inaugurated. 
Covers all bear a magenta cachet “First Trip” and 
violet cachet “Victoria, B.C. to Seattle, Washington via 
Seaplane.” The Seattle - Victoria service was resumed 
Nov. 11, 1925.”
BUT: The Victoria - Seattle seaplane service was inau-
gurated on October 15th 1920: see PF 24. Research 

has established that there was no interruption of 
service in 1925! - See for example “No FAM 2 crash 
on July 26, 1925” by Jim Brown, APJ January 1994
 It appears that A.C. Roessler heard of the plane 
crash in Seattle on July 26th 1925, and assumed it 
was an FAM 2 mail flight. He then had some covers 
flown from Seattle to Victoria, endorsing them “By 
SS Pres McKinley” so that he could present them as 
interrupted flight covers. Then he had some covers 
flown from Victoria to Seattle on September 21st 
1925, added a “1st. TRIP” handstamp, and presented 
them as First Flight Covers from the resumed ser-
vice. (See APJ September 2014 pp. 376-383 for 
references.)
PF-29 Victoria - Seattle, Sept. 21                 40.00
       a. Seattle, Washington - Victoria endorsed 
              “By SS Pres McKinley”.                  60.00

 It should be noted that the circular can-
cellation  VIA SEA PLANE   VICTORIA,B.C., TO 
SEATTLE,WASH.  on the above cover is legitimate, 
and that the cover was flown from Victoria to Seattle. 
- It is only the additions by Roessler, and the stories 
he made up, that are fake.
 Jim Brown, who studied these covers intensely, 
commented that “A member of my stamp club, who has 
passed away, worked at the Victoria main post office and 
used the handstamps. The first was, AIRPLANE SERVICE, 
which was placed across the postage. I am not certain 
how long this stamp was used. Then the round handstamp 
came into being.” (See The Canadian Aerophilatelist, 
September 2001, p. 9.)
 Covers with this circular handstamp are 
known from a variety of dates, usually in 1925, and 
almost always addressed to A.C. Roessler, or his 
abbreviation A.C. Roe.

CANAVBOOKS
 Larry Milberry’s latest blog item posted 
at www.canavbooks.wordpress.com includes a 
nostalgic 1964 aviation museum visit, some rare 
aerial photos of Toronto going back almost 60 
years, and a further “episode” covering the his-
tory of aviation book publishing in Canada. There 
is also some history of streetcars and busses in 
Toronto.
 For a copy of CANAV Books Special List 
January 2021 email Larry at larry@canavbooks.
com or tel. (416) 698-7559. 



The Canadian Aerophilatelist   -   March 2021 P.  21

Figure 1a - Front

Figure 1b - Back

Figure 1a shows a legal-size promotional envelope from Patricia Airways & Exploration Limited.

 On the back (Figure 1b) is a Patricia Airways & Exploration Limited stamp with scarce F.E.D. monogram 
(for F.E. Davison, President) in green ink and a Patricia Air Service map. 
 The cover is addressed to His Majesty King George V at Buckingham Palace, London, England and 
franked with a pair of uncancelled 2 cents Admiral stamps. The leaf cachet reads First Airmail via Sioux Lookout / 
Woman Lake & Birch Lake./ Patricia Airways & Exploration Limited.

FIRST FLIGHT COVER TO KING GEORGE V
Michael Croy
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Figure 2a - Front of Letter addressed to His Majesty King George V
from F.E. Davison, President of Patricia Airways.
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Figure 2b - Back of Letter addressed to His Majesty King George V:
maps were printed on back of letter paper.
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Figure 3 (above) - Acknowledgment letter from Department of External 
Affairs, Ottawa, 9th September 1926. (Reduced in size.)

The letter reads: 
              The Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs has requested us 
to acknowledge on behalf of His Majesty the King the receipt of a letter 
addressed to His Majesty by the Patricia Airways and Exploration Limited in 
July 1926, on the occasion of the first official flight with His Majesty’s mails 
carried by the Patricia Airways aeroplane “The Lark”.
              Yours sincerely, O.D. Skelton   Under-Secretary of State for 
External Affairs.
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No. 14
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In September 2019, Lufthansa announced that it 
operate direct flights between Frankfurt and Ottawa 
during the summer of 2020. This service would be in 
addition to Lufthansa’s four existing Canadian gate-
ways: Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver and Calgary. Flights 
would be made five times per week, and be operated 
by A340-300 aircraft configured for 30 business class 
seats, 28 premium economy class seats and 221 econ-
omy class seats.
 First Flight covers are still popular in 
Germany, and handling is organized by the Lufthansa 
Aerophilatelie  interest group. Cachets were 
announced in the Deutsche Post bulletin. Collectors 
could prepare their own covers, and send them in to 
the “Deutsche Post AG branch multi-channel sales, 

Special postmark office”. They were then held to be 
carried on the flight.
 The service to Ottawa was due to be inau-
gurated on May 16th 2020, but was cancelled due 
to Covid restrictions. Covers sent in for the flight 
were forwarded on a regular flight, with an additional 
cachet applied explaining what had happened.

 Covers for the Ottawa to Frankfurt return 
flight were also available, but only through the 
Lufthansa Aerophilatelie interest group. The covers 
intended for this flight were flown on a regular Air 
Canada flight, and also received an additional explana-
tory cancellation.

COVID RELATED FIRST FLIGHT COVERS
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Cover insert
Many thanks to Jean for this unusual 
cover, and for information she provided 
regarding the Lufthansa First Flight 
covers.

A Covid Flight cover from the Isle of Man
Jean Wang

NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE
THE CANADIAN  

AEROPHILATELIST
is produced quarterly in March, June,  

September and December.
If you have anything you’d like to be included in 

the next issue, please send it to the editor:  

(for images, make high res tifs/jpegs - 300 dpi)

Chris Hargreaves
4060 Bath Road, Kingston,  

Ontario K7M 4Y4
Email: hargreavescp@sympatico.ca 

by May 1st.
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Editor’s note: when Ian sent me an email with this 
subject line, it appealed to me as the title for an 
article, especially as it was relevant to the journal. – 
It is a Follow Up item to an article on the Ekranoplan 
that appeared in the June 2016 issue, pages 9 – 10.

https://jalopnik.com/massive-soviet-ekranoplan-ris-
es-from-the-caspian-sea-1845612149

Elizabeth Blackstock

The Ekranoplan is one of the coolest machines 
designed to demonstrate the technological innovation 
of the Soviet Union. Part boat and part airplane, this 
massive machine kicked ass. And now an Ekranoplan is 
being pulled from the Caspian Sea in order to be part 
of a theme park attraction.
 Here’s a little history for those of you who 
need to get caught up:
 Ekranoplans as a general idea weren’t originally 
intended for military use, but in the Soviet Union, the best 
way to gain funding was to demonstrate a new technolo-
gy’s use in battle. Aside from being able to potentially carry 
nuclear missiles, Ekranoplans had other benefits. Because 
they don’t actually touch the water, it’s not detectable by 
active sonar and they don’t set off naval mines, but they 
didn’t fly high enough to be detected by radar at the time. 
It was the perfect middle group for covert transportation.

 The machines were eventually abandoned. 
They had a lot of problems that could probably have 
been solved with time, but a transfer of power meant 
that a new administration just wasn’t interested in 
continuing the work. Ekranoplans were abandoned. 
Literally. They just kind of left them where they sat 

and focused on 
something else.
 Thankfully, the 
government has 
decided that these 
beefy crafts still 
have a purpose, 
and they pulled 
it across the 
Caspian Sea from 
the Kaspiysk naval 
base to Derbent 
in Russia—about a 
62 mile journey.

From Robb Report:
 The Lun was slowly shepherded along the 
shores of the Caspian Sea and pulled from the water 
in June by three tug boats and two escort vessels. No 
easy feat considering the superplane weighs 380 tons 
and has a 148-foot wingspan. The mammoth effort 
took a total of 14 hours and required the careful 
coordination of several vessels, along with the assis-
tance of rubber pontoons.
 The Ekranoplan is going to be the feature 
attraction in Patriot Park, a military theme park that’s 
supposed to expand in Derbent later this year. Until 
then, it’ll just chill on the beach like a giant mythical 
creature from the deep.

AN EKRANOPLAN EMERGES FROM THE SEA  
AND CRAWLS UP THE BEACH

Ian Macdonald
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
The CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY has about 150 members, and membership is open to all. The CAS aims to provide a forum for the 
exchange of information among Canadians who are interested in any aspect of world-wide aerophilately, and for collectors from around the world 
who are interested in Canadian aerophilately. - This is mainly achieved through our journal The Canadian Aerophilatelist which is published quarterly.

The CAS runs the website www.aerophilately.ca which provides extensive information about Canadian air mail

We also provide a question-and-answer service for mystery air mail stamps and covers; a library that can be searched for information on particular 
topics; and representation of Canadian aerophilatelists at national and international levels.  
Membership rates based on current exchange rates
The membership dues for members who receive The Canadian Aerophilatelist by EMAIL are: 
 1 year -  $15.00 Canadian or US$12.00 or 10 GB pounds or 11 Euros - anywhere in the world
 2 years - $25.00 Canadian or US$20 or 16 GB pounds or 17 Euros, anywhere in the world

The dues for members who prefer a PAPER COPY of The Canadian Aerophilatelist mailed to them are: 
 1 year - $25.00 CDN in Canada,  $30.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $24.00 US),
  $35.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $28.00 US, or 24 Euros, or 22 Pounds Sterling)

 2 years - $45.00 CDN in Canada,  $55.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $44.00 US)
  $65.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $52.00 US, or 44 Euros, or 40 Pounds Sterling)

Members receiving a paper journal may also receive an emailed journal at no extra charge.

Dues can be paid by cheque in Canadian $, U.S.$, Euros, or Sterling, payable to: The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society, 
or by PAYPAL in CANADIAN $ to bjnepean@trytel.com

If you would like to join, please send the following information with your dues to:
 Brian Wolfenden, Secretary-Treasurer CAS, 203A Woodfield Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2G 4P2

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________________Date of birth: _______________________
Period and Type of membership: _________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(For Secretary’s use: Date joined: _______________________  Amount of dues paid:_____________)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
All memberships were extended for six months from March 2020 at no charge, while everybody was adjusting 
to the era of COVID 19. 

The following members are now due for renewal before publication of the next newsletter. - Please send your 
renewal to Brian Wolfenden as soon as possible, in order that the next newsletter is sent to you without delay. 
PLEASE NOTE that new MEMBERSHIP CARDS are only sent to renewing members on request.

Regular members:
#135 Beatrice Bachmann, 
#488 Ron Coughlin,  
#238 Cheryl Ganz, 
#183 Robert Haslewood,
#416 Charles Livermore, 
#448 Bernie Smith, 
#487 Ken Snelson,
 #360 Stephan C.   
  Robbins,
 #235 Dominique Tallet

Advertising members: 
#412 John Walsh

The dues for Advertising 
Members are $25 Canadian 
per year, in addition to 
their regular membership 
fee. - Advertising Members 
are guaranteed an adver-
tisement in each issue, but 
the size of the advert is 
at the editor’s discretion, 
and depends on the space 
available. (Very large adver-
tisements can be placed by 
special arrangement, for an 
additional charge.) If any-
body would like to become 
an advertising member, 
please contact the editor.

To all members 
listed who have 
already renewed 
their membership, 
thank you for doing 
so.


